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XCVIIl
AL-BAYYINAH
INTRODUCTION

Name

The Siirah is so designated after the word al-ba byl oceurring
dt the cnd of the first verse,

Pe_riud of Rei.rﬂlatiun

Where it was revealed. at Makkah or Midinah. is also disputeq;
Some commentators say it is a Makki revelation according o most
scholars; others say it is a Madan; revelation according to most scholars.
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Ibn Az-Zubair and ‘Ata’ bin Yasar hold the view that it is Madaai. Tbn
‘Abbas and Qatadah are reported to have held two views, first that it is

Makki, second that it is Madam Hadrat “A'ishah regards it as 2 Makki
Siirah. .

Abii Hayyﬁn, author of Haar M—Mﬂﬁfi and ‘'Abdul Mun‘im ibn
al-Faras, author of Ahkdm ai-Qur 'y, also have preferred to regard it as
Makki. As for its -contents, there is nothing in it tn::- mndicaie whether it
was revealed at Makkah or at Madinah. '

Theme and Subject Maiter

Its having been placed after Sirahs Al-'Alaq and Al-Qadr in the
arrangement of the Qur’'ae is very meaningful. Siirah Al-‘Alag contains
rthe very tirst revelation, while Sdrah Al-Qadr shows as to when it was
revealed, and in this Sirah it has been explained why it was necessary to
send a Messenger atong with this Holy Bock .

First of all, the need of sending a Messenger has been explained,
gaying! The people of the world, be they from among the followers of
the earlier scriprures or from among the idolaters, could not possibly be
freed trom their state of unbelief, until 2 Messenger was sent whose
appearance by self should be a clear proof of his apestleship, and he
should present the Book of God before the people in its original, pristine
form, which should be free from every mixture of falsehood corrupting
the earlier Divine Books, and which should comptise sound teachings.

Then, about the errors of the foliowers of the earlier Books it has
heen said that the cause of their straying into different creeds was not
that AHah had not provided any guidance io them, but they strayed only
after a clear staiement of the Right Creed had come to them. From this it
auromatically follows that they themselves ‘were responsible for their
error and deviation. Now, if even afier the coming. of the clear statement
through this Messenger, they c:]ntlﬂucd to- siray, their eesponsibility
would further increase. B

In this very connection, it has been stated that the Prophets who
came from Aliah and the Books sent down by Him, did not enjoin
anything . but that the way of sincere true service to Allah be adopted,
aparl from all other ways, no one elsa’s wmrs]iip, service or obedience -
be mixed with His, the ga/dt be established and the zakdf be paid. This -
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same has been the true religion since ever. From this also it
automatically follows that the followers of the earlier scriptures. straying
from this true religion, have added extraneous things to it, which are
false, and Allah’s -this Messenger has come to invite them back v the
same original faith; o | '

In conclusiod, it has been pointed out clearly that the followers of
the earlier Books and the idolaters who would refuse to acknowledge this
Messenger are the worst of crearures: their punishment is an everlasting
Hell; and  the people who would belieyve and ‘act righteously, and would
spend lile in the world in awe of God, are the best of creatures: their
reward is erernal Paradise wherein they will live for ever. Allah became
well pleased with themn and they became well pleased with Allah,
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Verses: & Revealed ar Madinah
frt the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

The disbelievers’' from among the people of the Book and the
mushriks’ would not desist {from their unbelief) vntil the clear evidence
should come te them,?{that is,) 2 Messenger* from Ailah, who should
tecile to them holy scriptures® containing sound and correct WTILngs .

The people who were given the Book before this did not divide
nEo sects uatil after the clear statement (of e Right Way) had come to
them® and the only Command they were given was to worship Allah,
making their religion sincercly His, turning all their attention towards
Him, and to establish the safat and to pay the zakdr for this alone is the
most true and right religion,’

Those who have disbelieved® from among the people of the
Book and the mushriks, shali certzinly enter Heil, and remain therein
for ever. They are the worst of ail creamres.? As for those who
believed and did righteous works, they are indeed the best of all
creatures.'” Their reward with their Lord shall be Gardens of Eternity
bereath which rivers will be [lowing; they shall live in them for ever
and ever. Allah became well pleased with themn and they with Allah. .
All this is for him who feared his Lord."

‘1. Here the word &ufr (unbelief } has heen used in its widest sense, which
michudes different forms of ihe unbelieving attiude. For example, some were
mbelievers in the sense that they did not acknowiedge Allah at all: some did
acknowledge Allah but did not regard Him 3s the One and only God, but
worshipped others as well, thinking they were associates in Divins Being or Divine
auributes and powers in one way or the other: some acknowiedged oneness of God
but commitied soune kind of  sAurk as well; some acknowledged God but did not
acknowledge His Prophcis and the guidance brought by them: some acknowledged
one particular Prophet and Jid not acknowledge anciher: others rejected the

1-3
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Hereafter. Tn short, there were different kinds of &ufrin whicl the people were
involved. And the statement: “the disbelisvers from aimong the people of the Book
and the musbriks ..., does not mean rthat some of then were noi involved in &uf,
but that those who were involved in &z were of two kinds: the followers of the
Book and the mwshriks, Here, mip has not heen used for division but for
explanation, as, for e¢xample, in Sirah Al-Hajj: 30, where it has been said
fajanib-ur-rifsa min al-suthan. which means: “therefore, puard yourscives against
the filth of idolz™-, and noi: “guard yourselves against the filth which is in the
dols.™ Likewise, affsafifos kefrd min ab-A-Kiabi wal-mugshrikin means: “the
disbelievers from among (e followers of the Book and the mushrdfs . “. and net
“those who have disbelieved from thess two £roups, '

2. Despite the eomou factor of kufr between them the WO groups have
been neationed hy separate mames. The followers of the Book iinply the people
- who possessed any of the revealed Books. evern if in corrupted form, sent to the
fonner Prophets, and they helieved in it. And the mushriks (idolaters) imply the
people who did not follow any Prophet nor believed in any Book. Although in the
Qur'an the shirk, (polylheism, idolatry) of the pzople of the Book has been
inentioned at tnany places, g £ about the Christians it has been said: “They say:
God s one of the three” (Al-Ma’'idah: 73); “The Messiah is son of God™ {Al-
Tauball: 30h; “The Messiah, son of Mary; 15 God™ (Al-Ma'idah: 17): and about
e Jews it has been said: “They say: Ezra is son of God™ (Al-Tanbah: 30), yet
nowhere in the Qur'an has the wenn “musfrid” heen used for them, but they have
. been mentioned as  “slfadiins Gl-of-Kitiba {those who were givan the Book), or
by the words Jews and Cheistians, For they believed in the principie of Fouhef
{Oueness of God) as the true religion, and then committed sAirk. Contrary to this,
for others than the followers of the Book, the word rmeshrzk has been used as a
term, for they scknowledped shirk (idn'lairy} &% true religion and disacknowledged
. Taulnd. This distinetion between the two graups holds good not anly in the use of

(e term bui alsa in the Shari‘ak injunctions. Anima! flesh duly slaughicred by the
fellowers  of the Book has been declared lawful for the Muslims if they slaughter a
lawful ammal in the name of Allah in the prescribed way, and permission to marty
their women also has been givew. On the contrary. neither the animal slaughtared
by the mesbriks is lawtul for the Muslins nor js marriage with their women,

3. That is, “There was no means of their beimg freed from this state of
vabeliet except that a clear cyvidemce (of the truthy should come and make them
uiderstand the falsity of every form of &uf and its being untrue, and should
present the right way before them in a ciear and rationa) way.” This does notwean
that after e coming of the clear evidence they would give up kufr, but that in the
- ahsence of the clear evidence it was not at all possible that they would be delivered
Arom rhat state. However, if aven afier its coming some of themn still persisted in
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their &ufy, then they {heinselves would be responsibic for it; they could pot
complain that Allah had made po arrangement {or their guidunce. This sapge thing
bas been exprossed in the Quran at different places in different ways, £.2. in
Surah An-Nahl: 9, it is said: “Allah has taken upon Himsel to show the Right
Way™; in Strah Al-Lail: 12, it is said: it is for U5 to show the Way™: in S@irah
An-Nisa: 163-165: “0! Prophet, We have senr Revelaton w you just as We had
sent it to Noah and other Prophets after hing .. All these Messenpers were senf s
bearers of pood news and wamers 5o that, after their conning, the people should
have no excos: lefi to Plead before allah™: and io §3eah Al-M3'idah: 19: <0
people of the Book, this Messenger of Qurs has come to you and is making clear
(o you the teachings of the Right Way atier 2 long interva] during which there had
ce ne Messengers, lest you should say: *No bearer of good News nur warner
camu to us. Lo, now the bearer of good vews and warner has come, "

4. Here, die Holy Prophet (upon whom be peace} Bimself has been called
“the cleer evidence™, for 4is life before and after Prophethood, hig presenting a
Book ke e Ourian in spite of being ui-lettered, hir bringing ahout agp
eAtraordinary revolution in the Hves of the canverts © Islam through cducation an
(raining, his educating the people in rational beliefs, clean and pure lorms of
worship, excellent morals snd the best principles and injl.inctinns_ for hutian life,
perfect harmony and agresment between his word and deed, and his constancy of
PUrROSe in respect of his message in spite of every kind of resjstance aud
pposition, 41 these were clear s1gns of the truth rhat Lie was Allah's Messenger,

J. Leatcally, swhuf means “writen pﬁgﬂs“, but i the Holy (Jur'in this
word hus been vsed as a inn for the Books reveaicd to the Prophets of Allah
(peace be upon them): and by the holy seriptures are meant the scriptures which
are fres from every mixture of falschood, every kind of error and moral filih. The
full import of these words becomes evident when rme studies the Bible {and the
books of other relipions as well) vis-a-vis e Holy Que'an, and finds written ir
(hem along - with soun teachings such things as are not only opposed to truth and
Ieason but are also morally contemptile, A fier reading them when one furns to the
Qur’an, one realizes how pure and hallowed this Book is, . '

6. That is, the reason why the peaple of the Book hefore this were divided
mto  countless sects hecause of different kKinds of errors and deviation, was nol {hat
Allah had failed to send “a clear evidence” from Hunself for their guidance, hul
the fact that they adopred e WIONg way after guidance had come from Allah;
therefore, they themsvives were responsible for their deviation, for Alah had
fulfilled His obligation twards them. Likewise, sice their scripfures are no
longer pure and their books uo longer consist of original and cotrect teachings,
Allab by sending a Mussenger of His, as 2 elear evidence, with a hallowed Book,
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containing scund and pure teachings, has again fulfilled His obligarion towards
them, so' that if even after that they remained divided, they themsealves should be
responsible for it and shovld have no excuse keft to plead before Allah. This thing
has ‘been stated” at many places in the Qur’an, e.g. see Al-Dagarah: 213, 253; Al-
lintan; 19 Al-Ma"idah: 44<50: YEnus: 93; Agh-Shird: 13-15: Al-Jathivah: }5-18,
along with the corresponding notes for tuller understanding.

7. That is, the message of the same religion, which uow the Prophet
Muhamuimad {upon whom be Allah's peace and blessings) 15 preaching, had been
given to the people al the Book by the Prophets who came to them and hy the
Books which were sent among them; they had not been enjoined any of the fal.;
bellef and wicked deeds which they adopted afterwards and created different sects,
Right and- correct religion has aiways been the same: that Allah alone shouid be
served aud worshipped exclusively, none else be joined with Hini in worship, man
shouid become worshipper of Cne Allah alone and obedient to Hig Command only,
should esiablish the gafirand pay the zakar (For further explanation, see E.N. 19
of Al-A'raf; E:N.'s: 108,104 of Yinus, E.N."s 43 10 47 of Ar-Rum; EN's 3, 4
of Ar-Zumar) . '

Some commentaiors have taken the words din al-gayyimalt in this verse in
the meaning of dft si-mittat al-qayyinaly, “Religion of the righteous commmniry ™,
Some others have taken gayyirash in the superlative sense and understood it in the
s2IK Ineaning as we bave adopted in our translation.

8. "Dishelieved": refused to acknowledgs the Prophet Mubhammad (upon
whom be Allab’s peace) as Allah's Messenger. The meaning is that the end of
those from among the meshiiks and the followers of the Back, who have not
acknowledged the Messenger whose emergence by iself is a clear evidence, and
who is reciting to them hallowed pages containing soung and correct teachings,
will be as is being described below,

9. That is, they are worse than all creatures of God, even than animals,
for the animals do not possess reason and power, but fhese people reject the Truth
in spite of having reason and authoriry,

10. Thar is, they are superior w all creatures of God, even to the angels,
tor the angels do not have the power to disohey, and these people adopt Allzh's
obedience in spite of having the power to disobey Him.

I1. In nther words, the person who did not live in (he world feafiess and
imdependent of God, bult feared Him at every step lest he should Jo something
which might entail His wrath and punishment, will have this reward resolved for
hnn with Allah. |



